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ACTS, Chap IV. and the firf} part of 32d Verſ. 
And the Multitude of them that believed, were of one Heart, and of one Soul, 


Appy was the State and Condition of the Chriſtian Church, when 
all who embraced its Doctrines, lived up to its Rules, when 


there was no Diverſity of Opinions, nor claſhing of Intereſts, but as 
they agreed in one common Faith, fo they adorned that Fairh by the 


Purity of their Lives and Actions. It was this that gained Religion 


Credit in the World; for when Men obſerved that the Profeſſors of 


it were eminently juſt and holy, and temperate, and chaſt, they ratio- 


nally concluded, that Religion to be the beſt, which bore ſuch ex- 


cellent Fruit, and had ſuch PS wer and Influence over the Inclinati- 
ons and Affections of Men: Inſomuch as, without this, even Mira- 
cles themſelves would have proved ineffectual; and been imputed ra- 


ther to the Workings of ſome ſubtle Dæmon, than to the Wiſdom of 
60D for eſtabliſhing ſuch a Religion, as even its profeſs'd Vota- 
ries diſdained to follow. And, when to the Exerciſe of theſe Chri- 
ſtian Vertues there was joyned an entire Harmony and Agreement; 
when ell that believed were all of one Heart, and of ons Soul; when a mu- 


tual Love and Charity ſhone forth in their Actions, and a fervent. 
Zeal for the Service of God animated.them toatteſt the Sacred Truths 
with their Blood: This was ſuch a convincing Proof and Demon- 
{tration of their Sincerity, as the Heathen World was not able to 


withſtand. How much Mankind has ſince degenerated, is but too 


viſible to any one that will caſt his Eyesover,the preſent State of Chri- 


Rendom, and obſerve our mutual Animoſities and Diviſions, to the 
infinite Reproach and Scandal of Chriſtianity.. For we are now fal- 


len into an Age of Licentiouſneſs and Infidelity ; our bleſſed Saviour's 
Coat, which was all of one piece, is miſerably rent and divided; Pere- 


ies diſtract, and Sehiſms diſturb the Peace of the Church, nay even 
thofe.of the lame Communion, who are Partakers at the fame Al- 
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tar, have yet invented ſuch odious Names of Diſtinction, as have not 
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| a little contributed to the Confuſions that are among us. I have 
| therefore made Choice of theſe Words, to prevail, af poſſible, with 
| ' thoſe that are of one Faith, to be of one Heart, and of ene Soul; to re- 
{| __. duce Men to that peaceable Temper which becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
1 to perſwade you to lay aſide your Heats and Animoſities, and to put 
[| | on Charity, which is the very Bond of Peace and of all Vertues, 
Firſt, then, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew; 


| | That it ic the Duty of all Men to be of one Heart, and of one Soul. 


— —— ——— 2 


W 1 

| That it a the Duty of all Chriſtians, And, 
ok 

[| | That it u the Duty of particular Churches, © © 1 b : 

Fourthly; S | 


| OD ſhall point at the principal Authors, and Fomenters of our preſent unhappy 


| Differences. 
ET EE EM | 
Il makenſe of ſome Arguments to perſwade you to Unanimity and Agree- 
= ment, and to leave off theſe ſcandalous Names of Diviſion and Diſtinition, 
= Which have been ſo malicicuſly aud induſtrieuſly propagated among ft us. E 


[* That Love and Agreement is here meant, by being of one Heart, 
' 4 and of ove Soul, is en many parallel places in Holy Scrip- 
ö tures; as, The Soul of Jonathan was knit with the Seu! of David; and, 
1 Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul. 
Por the Heart being looked upon as the Seat, and Souree of the Af- Go 
| -. feaions, the Cauſe is put hefe for the Effect; ſo that, to be of one 7 
Heart, and of one Soul, is to have the ſame Inclinations and Deſires, 
the ſame Study and Paſſions, which Similitude of Nature muſt ne- 
8 1 Ceſſarily 


A Perſwafive fo Peace and Unantmity, F 


ceſſarily be the Parent of Love: And in this Senſe, I ſhall take it in 
the enſuing Diſcourſe. Having promiſed thus much, I come now to the 


_ Firſt Thing propoſed ; 
That it 1s the Duty of all Men, to be of one Heart, and of one Soul. 


This we are obliged unto, as Men, as it is what God and Nature. 
do require of us. For we are all deſcended from one Original Pair, 


the ſame Blood runs in our Veins, and the ſame Breath fills our No- 


{trils. We are all Partakers of the common Benefits of Nature, and 
are all under the Protection of God's over ruling Providence. Hence 


St. Paul, in his Setmon to the ignorant and ſuperſtitious Athenians, 


tells them, That God giveth to ail Life and Breath, and all things; and hath 
made of ene Blcod, all Nations of Men, for to dwell on all the Face of the 
Earth; in whom we live, move, and bave our being: Why then ſhould 
we take upon us to exempt any Perſon from our Love, whom God 


_ exempts not from his Care and Concern? Why ſhould we make a 
Difference, where God makes no Diſtinction? Thou ſhalt love thy Bro- 
ther, and hate thine Enemy, was not the Command and Inſtitution of 
cd, but the corrupt Gloſs of the Fewiſh Doctors ; which our Savi- 
our freed it from with the Authority of a Law-Giver, But I ſay unto 


you, love your Enemies, that ye may be the Children of your Father which W 


in Heaven, for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil, and on the Good. So 


the Apoſtle commands us, Fit be poſſible, as much as in as lies, to live 
peaceably with all Men; And our bleſſed Saviour, under the Parable of 


the good Samaritan, gives a full Anſwer to the captious Queſtion of 


the Lawyer, ho u my Neighbour? So that, no Diſtance of Place, nor 


Difference in Religion, nor any other Circumſtances of Life, which 
Men are apt to urge in their Excuſe, can diſpence with the Obliga- 
tions they lye under to Love and Amity; they can claim it from us 


upon the Title of our common Nature, and our common Privileges. 


And if this be the Duty of all Men in general; to be of one Heart, 
and of one Soul, then — —— — 1 


Secondly, 


| 88 B Love 
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Love is the great and darling Attribute of God; it had a Being 
before the World, and was the Cauſe of it; all that we do at preſent |: 
enjoy, all that we do hereafter hope for, the Pardon of our Sins, the 8 
Juſtification of our Perſons, the Incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
with his meritorious Death and Sufferings, are all Inſtances of that 

| Divine Love which encompaſſeth the World, and from whoſe Heat 
nothing is hid. Now, becauſe God does chiefly Will the Good ane 
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| | Happineſs of his Creatures, therefore he has over and over inculca- 
| ted, and enforc'd this Principle, but more particularly under the 
| Goſpel Diſpenſation; it being the chief Branch of our Religion, 


| nay it is all, for Love # the fulfilling of the Law. A new Cm. 
mandment I give unto you, that you love one another; and by this ſhall all | 
Men kuow that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one another; and if a Man 
ſay, I love God, and yet hateth hu Brother, he is a Lyar, and the Truth s 
| - mot in him: So that this is the indiſpenſable Duty of every Chriſtian ; the |. 
| HhHaadge of his Profeſſion; without this we have no Title to Heaven, | a 
| 


—— 2 
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nor no Relation to our Father, which is in it. For what is it that 
ſnould make Chriſtians diſagree? Have they not all one common 
Saviour? Are we not all Members of one Body? And all ſubject to 
39 one Head? The Church of Chriſt however diſperſed throughout 

. che World, tho? ſhe be wrought about with divers Colours, and di- 
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Ringuiſhed by different Rites and Ceremonies, is ſtill but one and 4 

6-1 the ſame Church. Falſe Teachers may ariſe, and falſe Doctrines be 
1 avowed, Hereſies may creep into our Bowels, and Schiſm may tear | 0 
52) off a Limb, Superſtition and Idolatry may ſeize the very Vitals of 1 
E Religion; yet ſtill there will be a Communion of Saints, {till there wil! 
1 be @ Remnant left, who will hold faft the Form of ſound Words, + h N 


and wherever they are, there is the Church of Chriſt. Nay tho? 
the Church of Chriſt was not the ſame, and Chriſtians did differ in 
the very Principles of Religion, yet {till the Bands of Charity are 
j not to be broken, nor the Peace of Mankind to be diſturbed, even 
31 for the deſirable End of reclaiming and converting. Ve mut not do 
[ Evil that Good may come of it, is a ftanding Maxim in Divinity; a Ma- 
xim, which thoſe Men would do well to conſider, whoſe untempe- 
rate, and miſgoverned Zeal hurrys them on to do GOD Service by 
Acts of Cruelty and Oppreſſion; thus endeavouring to conſe- 
crate their Villanies; and to deſtroy the Fleſh upon the pious De- 
ſigu of ſaving the Spirit. Chriſtianity was neither founded upon 
ſuch Maxims, nor propogated by ſuch Methods, nor — ſuch 
e | . —— TOceęee- 
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Proceedings: and we may lay this down for an infallible Truth} 


| (notwithſtanding all the pretended Infallibility of the great Advocate 


for Fire and Sword) That the Wrath of Man worketh not the Rightconſ- 

ACTS ES CITIES : I | 48 42 1 | 1 Fr, 1 
neſs of G; that whatever is contrary to Charity, i contrary both to the Pi 
ates of Nature, and to the Goſpel of Chrift. Chriſtians in general have 
all the ſame Intereſt to manage, and the ſame Hope of their Calling; 


the Salvation of Souls ſhould be their Buſineſs, and the Glory of God 
their End. And how can this good Buſineſs be done, or this bleſſed 


End Stained if we neglect thoſe weighty Matters of the Law, to 
lo Tuſtice, and to love Mercy? All Chriſtian Churches do agree in ſome 


of the main Articles of Religion; let us go with them, therefore as 


far as we can; and for thoſe things that we cannot come into, let 
us endeavour by ſound Reaſon, and Argument, and Prayer to Al- 


mighty God, that be weuld make known his ſaving Health unto all Nu 

tions, to bring about their Converſion ; not hating their Perſons, tho” 
Ds 1 2 r ad a © * . Fi . Nerz K ee y 

we diſlike their Opinions; but forbearing. one another in Love; ha- 


* 7 l 14 | WE X - 12 4 n eit N 7 21 U ern 5 St 
ving a mutual Compaſlion for the Ignorance and Frailties, and Im- 


perfections of Humane Nature. I would not here be miſunderſtood, 


as if I was encouraging a Latitudinarian Principle in Religion; I 


know who hath ſaid, he that believes ſhall be ſaved, and he that helieveth 
not ſhall be Damned: But, ſince it is not in our Commiſſion , I think, it 
better that thoſe miſguided Perſons ſhould fall into the Hands of God, 


rather than into the Hands of Men; he alone knows the State of their 


Souls; whether their Errors proceed from the Corruption of their 


Heart, or the Ignorance of their Judgment, and the unhappy Preju- 

dices of their Education .. OTE pats 
And, If this be the Duty of Chriſtians in general, to be of one Heart and of 

/ (( eee 


* . 


Thirdly, | 


Much more mu#t it be the Duty of particular Churches. 


By particular Churches, I do mean any ſeparate part or Body of 
the Viſible, Univerſal Church, governed by its own Laws, which 
worſhips the true God in the way that he has preſcribed. Now tha. 
there ſhould be Love and Agreement among them, is as eaſy to b. 
proved, as it is melancholy to think, that there ſhould be n : 

. to 
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for it. For we are not only bound to this by the common Tyes of Hu- 
manity, or obliged to it by the general and undiftinguiſhed Name 

of a Chriſtian, but our being Country-men and Fellow-Citizens, 
making uſe of the ſame Language, performing the fame Worfhip, A 
and partaking of the ſame Sacraments, ſhould unite us firmly toge= - 
ther, and make us 10 be of ene Mind in an Houſe © 
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Are we not all initiated into one ſpiritual Life by Baptiſm? Do *Þ 
"x we not there make one common Vow , and are marked with one 2 
1 common Seal? And is not this a moſt ſolemn Engagement to perform 1 
f the Duties of the Goſpel, and eſpecially that great Branch of it, lo 
I often repeated, of mutual Love and Charity? St. Paul, when he ex- F 
78 horts the Ephefians, to walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith they are 
By called, in lowlineß and meekneſs, and in a Chriſtian Love aud Unity of the * 
| | Spirit; urges this as a Reaſon, That they agreed in one Lord, and in om 
Bl 
| 
| 


Faith, and in one Bavtiſm, Why then ſhould we turn theſe Waters 7 
Peace, into the Waters of Strife and Bitterneſs? Why ſhould our Z 
38 Hearts be eſtranged, and our Souls at Variance, when they partake _ 
r of the ſame ſpiritual Waſhing ; when they have ſo near an Alliance, | 
i! and ſo early. an Obligation to Love and 8 


And, as we are Partakers at the ſame Font, ſo are we of the ſane 
=! Table; and as that was the Beginning, fo this is the Continuation 
of of our Spiritual Life; For, except ye eat of the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and 
| drink he Blood, ye hade no Life in you. Now, to be in Love and Cha- 

| rity with our Neighbours, is a Condition neceſſarily required to the _ 
it worthy receiving of this holy Sacrament; otherwiſe we do but Eat 
aad Drink our own Damnation, not conſidering the Lord's Body. We 3 
il are commanded to refrain from coming to the Altar, till we are firſt = 
. reconciled to our Brother; it being a thing unreaſonable, that we 
linhould expect Forgiveneſs at the Hands of God, whilſt we live at En- 1 
* mity and Variance with our Neighbour. He that eateth Bread with me © 
. Z bath lifted up his Heel cgain$t me, was what added to the Crime even of 


the accurſed Judas; It betrays a Baſeneſs and Degeneracy of Mind,. 
| and ſhews a moſt traiterous Diſpoſition. It is here we ſhould put an End 
| to all Quarrels and Diſputes ; this friendly Table ſhould heal our Di- 

| viſions, and make up our Differences; for therefore the Apoſtle calls 
it the Cup we there receive, the Cup of Reconciliation ; otherwiſe it does 
1 but aggravate and enhance our Guilt, and turns into 4 Drink of dead. 
|| 3 ͤ et oa es on 
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Whence comes it then, that having ſuch ſtrong and forcible Obli- 
gations to Love and Union, yet fo little of it is to be ſeen in the ge- 


nerality of our Lives and Actions? From whence proceed our mutu- 


al Fears and groundleſs Jealouſies, the induſtrious Lies and bitter 


Invectives, and ſcandalous Nick-names, and Party-Diſtin&ions that 


are among us, to the overthrowing of Chriſtian Charity, and em- 
bittering the Endearments of Civil Society. Beloved, it is an Enemy 
that has done this; that has come wraped up in the Shades of Night, ſo as we 


could not diſcern him, and has ſown theſe Tares among our Corn. 


Now, if I can ſhew, who theſe Enemies are, that have done this, 
that are the Authors, and Fomenters of our preſent unhappy Diffe- 
rences, which was the Fourth thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, I hope 
they that this Day hear me, will not be fond of liſting in ſuch Com- 
pany, nor will any longer ſuffer themſelves to be abuſed by the artful 
| Pretences of thoſe that deſign their Ruin b 


The firſt Enemy then that I ſhall mention, as the Author and Fo- 


menter of our preſent unhappy Differences, is, 


The Devil. . : 
© This great and ſubtle” Adverſary of Mankind knows very well the 


Force and Power of Diviſion ; That his own Kingdom divided againft it 
ſelf cannot ſtand; and therefore makes uſe of this ſure Weapon againſt 
us. Should he tempt us openly to deny our Saviour, and ſhoot at ws 


publickly with the Arrow that flieth at Noon-Day, he would be a- 


— > 
4s 


fraid that we ſhould ſee our Danger, and ſtretch out that Shield of 
Faith, by which we are able to quench all hw fiery Darts; therefore 
he attacks us with the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneß, by mali- 
cCious Whiſpers inſinuates his Poyſon into our Hearts, and by fo- 
menting Fears and Jealouſies, puts the Sword into our own Hands to 


do his Work for him. For, if he can deſtroy Charity, his Buſineſs 
is more than half done, and he is in a fair way to extirpate Chriſtia- 


nity. Hence he is ſaid to be 4 Lyar from the Begining, and the Father 


F Lies; and we are only the Hawkers, and Spreaders of thoſe bold, 
malicious, ſcandalous Untruths, which are of his framing and ſugge- 
which are ſo quickly detected, that they will ſcarce allow 


time to confute them, and yet thro? the Lenity of the Government, 
go unpuniſhed, to the Diſtraction of this Divided Kingdom. 


The 


— 
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The next great Adverſary, and Diſturber o 
comes neareſt to the firſt in Malice, and in Power, is, 


The Pope. 


It was by this, his Power grew, and ſwell'd to that unreaſonable: 
and unchriſtian Bulk; Divide & Impera, is his Motto, and Maſter- 

piece in Politicks; when the World was grown weary of his unjuſt 
Uſurpations both in Church and State, and could no longer bear his. 


Tyranny and Oppreſſion, then it was that he ſet his Emiſſaries at 
Work, to divide thoſe whom he could not otherwiſe ſubdue. Thus 


at the beginning of our Reformation, in the Reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
- (which is a piece of Hiſtory that ought not to be forgotten) the two 


great Promoters of the Puritan Faction in Scotland, Heath and Cummin, 


were detected to be Romiſh Prieſts, and to be ſent there on Purpoſe 


by their Maſter, to kindle thoſe Coals, which did at length ſet theſe 


Kingdoms in a Flame; I pray God they may never do ſo again. That 


Stratagem ſucceeded as he could have wiſhed, and he has ſufficiently 


divided and diſtinguiſhed Proteſtants; and now, in purſuance of the 


ſame Deſign, he bends his forces the ſame way, makes uſe of theſame 


Arts, and by new and inſignificant Terms, and a few Cant Words, diſtin- 


guiſhes us not only out of our Religion, but our Reafon and our ve- 
xy Senſes; whilſt we greedily ſwallow the Bait that he has laid for 
us, and contribute to his univerſal Empire. Our Church, by the De- 


cency of its Ceremonies, the Antiquity of its Government, and the 
Purity of its Doctrine, is both the Glory and Bulwark of the Refor- 
mation, and conſequently the principal Object of the Hatred of the 


Church of Rome. So that we muſt expect to be attacked by all her 
Forces; for if ſhe once proves # Conqueror here, ſhe hopes to make 
an eaſy prey of the reſt of the Proteſtant Churches, who have had the 


Conſcience and Courage to throw that Yoke from off their Necks, which: 


to miſerably galled and enſlaved them. 5 
: I hope I ſhall not be thought to tranſgreſs that Rule of Chriſtian. 


Love and Charity, which I am endeavouring to recommend, if I. 
mention one Adverſary more, as a Diſturber of our Peace, which is 


. By 


four Peace, and who 
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A Perſwaſive fe Peace and Unanimify. "Tr 
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By Schiſmaticks, I would: be underſtood to mean, any Perſons who 


for inſufficient Reaſons ſeparate from their National Church : The 


Senſe of which Sin ſeems to be quite loft amongſt the Generality of 


Men in this preſent Age; who, provided they are not Papiſts, think 


that they may liſt and engage under any Colours that they pleaſe; 
may turn Atheiſls, and deny the very Being and Providence of GOD; 


or Deiſts, and diſown the Authority of all Revealed Religion; or S- 
cinians, and explode the Doctrine of the Divinity of our bleſſed Sa- 
wieur zor, it they dare not go ſo great a length, may ſhelter themſelves 
under the modiſh and faſhionable Name of Free-thinkers, or Deriders 
of God's Sacred Words aud Ordinances, wholook upon Religion in general 
to be a Cheat, contrived only to curb the Liberty of Free- born Sub- 
jects, and to enrich the Prieſts. Theſe are ſome of the n =” 
o 


Effects of Schiſm and Separation; for when once Men have gone ſo 
far as to ſet up for dependency, and to value themſelves upon think« 
ing and walking out of the common Road, it is hard to tell. whither 


they will go, or here they will ſtop. Hence the decent Ornaments and 


| Ceremonies of our Church, with a great deal of good Manners, are 
ſtyled Raggs of the Whore of Babylon, our Order and Government Anti- 


chriſtian, and the Aſſembling ourſelves together in the Service of 


_ GOD, by a Set-Form of Devotion, is downright Popery and Idolatry, a 


ſtinting and quenching of the Spirit. Theſe, my Brethren, are the Men, 


who, by their continual Out-cry of Popery, Sow the Seeds of Fealouſy in 
our Breaits, hoping by this means, ſome time or other, to get a pro- 
fitable Crop for themſelves ; Therefore do they imagine Miſchief in their 
Hearts, and ſtir up Strife all the Day long ; therefore do they turn Religion in- 
to Rebellion, and Faith into Faction, For as long as Dominion is founded 
in Grace, Grace will be ſtill buſy till it gains that Dominion; and be- 
cauſe there is a moſt comfortable Promiſe to the Saints, that they 
| ſhall inherit the Earth, therefore it can be eaſily made out that they 
are the only Saints; ſo that the hopes of this ſweet Inheritance can 


make them go a ſtep beyond Popery itſelf, and Canonize one another 


in their life time. It muſt be indeed a wonderful Art that they are : 


Maſters of, when they can perſuade ſober and rational Men, that they 
have any real Concern for our Conſtitution, either in Church or State; and 
yet ſo cunningly have they infinuated themſelves, as by many to be 
thought better Champions for both, not only than the Members, but e- 
l. e — 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe that I have named, there is the Jacobite, who has no 
other humane poſſibility of ſucceeding, but by throwing theſe Bones of 
Contention amongſt us; and the Common-wealths-men, or rather Men 


that are again#t allGovernment ; who if they can ſet the Nation in a Flame, 


expect a good ſhare in the Plunder, and to ſettle themſelves upon the 


Ruins of it. Time will only permit me to name -theſe Incendiaries; 


and it is indeed needleſs to do more, for any one may ſee that their 


very Principles lead them to do Miſchief, to ſubvert our Conſtitution, and to 


turn the World upfide down. 

There is but one TEL . which Iproposd to ſpeak to, and that is, 
7 preſs you to Unanimity and Agreement, and to leave off theſe ſcandalous 
ſriouſly propagated among us. 


tate. If We, that are of ene Faith, can but reſolve to be of one Heart, 


Names of Diviſion and Diſtinction, which have been /o maliciouſiy and indu- = 


Behold how good pos joyful 4 thing it is, Brethren, to dwell together in 
Unity: This will be the moſt effectual way to ſtrengthen our Intereſt, _ 
and diſappoint the Enemies of our Conſtitution, both in Church and 


and of one Soul, we ſhall be ſo firm that no Storm can annoy us; nei- 
ther the Gates of Hell, nor the united Malice of Men and Devils ſhall prevail 


againſt us, But if We Diſagree among ourſelves, and divide into Par- 


ties; if We are given to opprobrious Language, uncharitable Cen- 
ſures, and mutual Jealouſies; whilſt we leave this Gap open for the 
Enemy to enter in at, in vain do we ſecure all other Avenues; our 


own Tongue will cauſe us to fall, inſomuch that they that ſee us ſhall laugh us 


I hope, .and am perſwaded, that there will be now an end put to 
ene great mark of Diſtinction among us; and, that thofe who raiſed and 


fomented this unhappy Difference, now they find their Miſtake, and will 


Repent of their raſh Cenſuring and Judging, will ask GOD's Pardon 


for Invading his Property and Prerogative of loobing into the Hearts of 


Men; and for want of that Chriſtian Charity and Moderation, which ought 


to Guide and Govern us in all the Affairs and Buſineſs of the World. 
It was not long ago that, when any Man appeared Zealous for the E- 


Flabliſh d Church, or had the Conſcience and Courage to Maintain thoſe 
Doctrines, which GOD Himſelf had Enjoyned for the 1 of 
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the odious name of Jacobite, and to be in the Intereit of a Perſon, 


vhm by ſolemn Oath he had Abjured; by which uncharitable Determi- 


nation, nine Parts in ten of the Clergy, and a conſiderable Majority 
of the Laity were guilty of Perjury upon Record; a Sin of a peculiar dye. 
and blackeſt Complexion. Charity, that hopeth all things, that is not 
eaſily provoked, that thinketh no evil, would require ſome ſignal Proof 
and Circumſtances, before it wou'd lay fo heavy a Charge: But, | 


hope, Experience ſhews Them, that Aſperſion was Falſe, I pray 
60D they may be yet convinced; They have been, of late, ſo blinded 
with Paſſion and Prejudice, that we may not improperly uſe the dying 
Prayer of our Bleſſed Saviour; Father, forgive them, for they know not 


Let us but conſider what Miſchiefs our Animoſities and Diviſions have 
already done. ET Oe es EM IE TIO 


Beſides the embroyling of Families, and diſuniting Thoſe, whom 
Blood, and Alliance, and former Friendſhips had joined together; it 
is to be feared, they have not a little contributed to that irreparable Loſs, 

which we have All lately ſuſtain'd, and for which the Nation, at this 

time, wears her publick Face of Sorrow. SHE, whoſe Nod could Awe 


the World, and make the proudeſt Monarchs to ſubmit; that could 


ſet Bounds to the greedy thirſt of Empire, and ſay, Hitherro ſhalt thou 
paß, and no further; SHE, that could give Peace to diſtant Nations, 


had yet ſuch Diſtraction and Diviſion at Home, and met with ſuch Op- = 


poſition from the unruly Temper of a Stubbom Faction, as ſhortned 
her Days, and brought down her Strength, and, at length, deprived us of 
that Life, of which the World was not worthy. Ages to come, 
when they ſhall have the GLORIES Sf HER REIGN trnſmitted 
to Them by ſome Faithful Hiſtorian, ſhall read with pleaſure of all thoſe 
Princely Vertues with which She was endowed; and, at the ſame time, 


muſt be amaz'd to find what contradiction of Sinners She endured, and 
with hat inſolent Ingratitude She was treated. S HE was a Nurſmg-Mo- 
ther to the Church; fed and ſupported IT, in ſome meaſure, by Her own proper 
Bounty ; of that innocent aud exemplary Life, and undiſſembled Piety, as tru- 
ly ſhewed Her to be deſcended from that Royal Martyr, whom GOD had 
honoured, as a Choſen Veſſel, to bear Witneſs to the Truth with his Blood, If 


there was any fault in Her Adminiſtration of Civil Affairs, it was ow- 


RD ing 


« A Perſwaſive fo Peace and Unanimify. 
ing purely to that goodneſs of Temper, and merciful Diſpoſition, which made 


ler hold too looſe a Rein for Government, and to uſe more Lenity and Indul- 
gence than Was neceſſary towards ſo perve2ſe, and ſtubboen a Generations FF 
Generation that ſet net their heart aright, and whoſe ſoul cleaveth not unto God. | 0 
When the Foy of our Hearts, and the Deſire of our Eyes, is thus ſudden- 'F 
ly ſnatcht away from us, we may be ſure that GOD's Fudgments are 
abroad in the Morld; and therefore we ought to humble ourſelves under l 
his Mighty Hand, and deprecate his further Diſpleaſure; not with  _ 
a rude and tumuliuons Foy, againit all the Rulers of Decency, and oft 
common Humanity, Trample upon the ASHES of our Dead Sovereign, 
and carry our Iyfolence even beyond the Grave. Oh, tell it not in F./ 
| Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets of Askalon; Sin in general is a reproach |, 


unto a people, but th is of ſo high and complicated a Nature, as will 
make our Name to ſtink in all the Corners of the Earth. I hope 


therefore, that there is no one that complys with this general Mourn- 
ing, purely for the Faſhion, or that will play the Hypocrite in hu Dreſs; 
© but whenever he beholds himſelf, will call his own ways to remem- 
brance, and reflect upon his Sins, which have been the ſad Occaſion 
1 FV „„ ny 
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But if we will not lay aſide our Heats and-Animoſities, for the ſake. 
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| of GOD's Fudgments, in bringing our late bleſſed Sovereign to an Un- 
| timely End; yet at leaſt, let us do it for his Mercies, in giving us 
1 Her SUCCESSOR, his preſent Majeſty, to whom GOD grant a 


long and a proſperous Reign over us. 


. 


Conſider how we weaken Hu Power, and ſully his Glory, and diſappoint 
his Expectationt; and what an unhandſome Welcome we ſhall give 
Him into his Kingdoms, when he finds Furies inſtead of Subjects, and 

Devils inſtead of Men; when inſtead of Peace and Quietueß, he ſhall 
meet with nothing but Diviſion and Diſtraction, and thoſe Signs and 
Forerunners of the Day of Fudgment; the Father divided againſt the Son, 
and the Son againFt the Father; the Mother againſt the Daughter, and the © 
Dauzhter again#t the Mother; the Mother-in-law againf#F her Daughter-in= © 
la, and the Daughter-in-law againſt her Mother-in-law. For if there 
be among us Debates, and Envyings, and Wraths, and Strifes, and Bach- 
bitings, and Whiſperings, and Swellings, and Tumults; if, when He 
comes, He finds us ſuch as He would nut, we cannot in Reaſon expect to 

| | find Him ſuch as we would, And becauſe we have been . = 
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bituated to this wicked Cuſtom of railing and reviling, and ſo ſhall 


not eaſily be brought into the Road of Charity again, let us pray to 
Almighty God for his Aſſiſtance, that he will perform this good ork 
for us. Ru ; : 


Thou haft moved the Land, and divided it, heal the Sores thereof, for it 


ſhaketh. And Grant, O Lord, that the Courſe of this World may be ſo peace- 


ably ordered, by thy Governance, that thy Church may joyfully ſerve thee in 


all Godly Quietneß, thro? Feſus Chrift our Lord; 


To whom with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, * is mot 
due, all Honour, Glory, Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, now and 
for ever, 855 „„ 5 „ 
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